
 

A Tribute to J inwoo Choe 
 
D r .  J i nwoo  Choe  was  one  o f  t h e  mos t  b r i l l i a n t  r e s ea r che r s  o f  h i s  g ene r a t i o n .  
He  was  a  c on summa te  s cho l a r ,  a  t r u e  a cadem i c ,  and  an  e x cep t i ona l  i n t e l l e c t .  
Bu t  t o  a l l  o f  u s  who  had  t he  p r i v i l e ge  t o  know  h im ,  he  was  s o  much  mo re .   
 
J i nwoo  was  my  PhD  s t uden t  a t  Pu rdue  f o r  f ou r  y ea r s  ( 1995 -1998 ) ,  and  a  
f r i e nd  e ve r  s i n c e .  He  had  an  unpa r a l l e l e d  z e s t  f o r  l i f e .  I  c an  s t i l l  p i c t u r e  h im  
d r i v i ng  h i s  mus t ang  a s  a  s t uden t ,  and  t he  p l e a su r e  he  t ook  i n  d e s c r i b i ng  t h e  
mos t  e xo t i c  o f  Ko r ean  cu i s i n e .  He  was  su ch  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  pe r s on ,  and  we   
a lway s  l o o ked  f o rwa rd  t o  h i s  c ompany .  He  had  a  pa s s i on  f o r  a r t s  and  cu l t u r e ,  
and  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  r anged  f r om  t he  mundane  pop - cu l t u r e  mov i e s  t o  s ub l ime  
mus i c  and  a r t .  Du r i ng  my  l a s t  v i s i t  t o  Ko r ea ,  h e  t ook  me  t o  t h e  mos t  
wonde r f u l  o f f - t h e -bea t en -pa th  a r t i s t i c  p l a c e s  i n  S eou l .  He  had  a  ma jo r  
p r opo sa l  d ead l i n e ,  bu t  s t i l l  t o o k  t ime  o f f  t o  make  my  v i s i t  memo rab l e ,  one  
t h a t  I  w i l l  c he r i s h  f o r e ve r .   
 
He  t ook  l i f e  i n  s t r i d e  and  w i t h  good  humo r .  I  r e c a l l  a n  amus i ng  i n c i d en t  when  
we  had  J i nwoo  and  h i s  f am i l y  o ve r  f o r  d i nne r  i n  my  apa r tmen t  i n  Wes t  
L a f a ye t t e .  We  we re  a l l  i n  t h e  k i t c hen ,  and  h i s  s on  J i h oon ,  who  was  t h en  
ba r e l y  a  t odd l e r ,  h ad  wa l k ed  i n t o  ou r  l i v i n g  r oom  and  t a ken  a  s i p  ou t  o f  
s omeone ’ s  G r and  Ma rn i e r  g l a s s  c ame  cough i ng  i n t o  t h e  o t he r  r oom .  J i nwoo  
j u s t  l o o ked  a t  h im ,  s hook  h i s  h ead ,  and  l a ughed  “ j u s t  l i k e  h i s  f a t he r , ”  h e  
s a i d .   
 
J i nwoo  pu r sued  pe r f e c t i o n  i n  e ve r y t h i ng  he  a t t emp ted .  F r om  t he  way  he  
s o l v ed  p r ob l ems ,  t o  t h e  manne r  i n  wh i c h  he  c onduc t ed  h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  J i nwoo  
was  a lway s  i n  a  c l a s s  o f  h i s  own .  I  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  t h e  many  day s  and  n i gh t s  
w r i t i n g  ou r  p ape r s  t oge the r ,  and  h i s  eno rmous  en thu s i a sm  and  ded i c a t i o n  t o  
h i s  wo r k .  H i s  PhD  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was ,  w i t hou t  doub t ,  t h e  be s t  p i e c e  o f  wo r k  
pub l i s hed  i n  t h e  a r ea  o f  n e two r k i ng  r e s ea r ch  t h a t  y ea r ,  n o t  on l y  f r om  Pu rdue ,  
bu t  f r om  any  un i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  c oun t r y .  H i s  r e s ea r ch  was  no t  on l y  
g r oundb reak i ng ,  bu t  a l s o  beau t i f u l .  O f t en ,  t h e  p r ob l ems  he  pu r sued  appea r ed  
t o  be  i n su rmoun tab l e  pu z z l e s ,  bu t  t h en  he  wou l d  eme rge  w i t h  s u ch  a  b r i l l i a n t  
s o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  one  c ou l d  no t  h e l p  bu t  wonde r  whe the r  i t  wa s  d i v i n e l y  i n sp i r ed .   
 
J i nwoo  had  a  gene ro s i t y  o f  s p i r i t  t h a t  i s  s o  r a r e  t o  f i n d .  I  n e ve r  h ea rd  h im  
make  an  unk i nd  r ema r k  abou t  anyone .  He  was  pa t i e n t  w i t h  a l l  who  d i d  no t  
ma t ch  h i s  i n t e l l e c t ,  a nd  r e ady  t o  he l p  ou t  t ho se  i n  need .  He  was  a lway s  a  
gen t l eman ,  and  s aw  t he  be s t  qua l i t i e s  i n  o t he r s .  He  embod i ed  t h e  adage  
“ t e a ch  b y  e xamp l e , ”  and  i t  wa s  s u ch  a  de l i g h t  t o  have  known  h im .   
 
J i nwoo ’ s  un t ime l y  p a s s i ng  i s  an  eno rmous  l o s s  t o  h i s  y oung  f am i l y ,  h i s  
p a r en t s ,  and  t o  u s  a l l  who  knew  h im .  He  was  a  g r ea t  s ou l  and  I  m i s s  h im  
deep l y ,  bu t  h e  w i l l  r ema in  i n  ou r  h ea r t s  and  m ind s  f o r e ve r .   
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